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State 
Number of 

Constitutions 
Date of Current 

Constitution 
Approximate Word 

Length

Oklahoma 1 1907 81,666

Oregon 1 1859 49,016

Pennsylvania 5 1968 26,078

Rhode Island 2 1986 11,407

South Carolina 7 1896 27,421

South Dakota 1 1889 27,774

Tennessee 3 1870 13,960

Texas 5 1876 87,000

Utah 1 1896 17,849

Vermont 3 1793 8,565

Virginia 6 1971 21,899

Washington 1 1889 32,578

West Virginia 2 1872 33,324

Wisconsin 1 1848 15,102

Wyoming 1 1890 26,349

Source: Data from The Book of the States, vol. 46 (Lexington, Ky.: Council of State Governments, 2014), table 1.1.

a salary commission appointed by the governor to set compensation for legislators 
(without voter approval), and reorganized the judiciary with a single high court and 
gubernatorial appointment of judges followed by a retention election. Ratliff and Junell 
argued that the current constitution is clearly broken and imposes an intolerable cost 
on the state. Ratliff suggests that “[voters know] that any document you have to try to 
amend 20 times every other year is broke. It’s sort of a Texas tragedy, actually, that we 
can’t seem to come to grips with the fact that we need a new, basic document going 
into the next century and the next millennium.”40 Moreover, the cost of the frequent 
elections necessary to amend the constitution is considerable, manifesting itself in the 
forms of “voter fatigue and the temptation for special-interest groups to push amend-
ments that aren’t in the public interest.”41 Unfortunately, the Ratliff-Junell proposal 
unceremoniously died from neglect in the legislature. As with previous attempts at 
constitutional revision, Texans resisted change and chose to continue to patch up the 
old constitution. The constitution thus remains mired in legislative detail, and Texas 
politicians remain unwilling or unable to create a constitution designed for the diver-
sity and complexities of our state.

Absent a constitutional convention, constitutional revision can occur in a variety of 
other ways. In Texas, constitutional revision has been accomplished primarily through 
amending the constitution. This incremental change in Texas, while not ideal, has been 
necessary since many Texans resist more sweeping changes, such as wholesale revision 
through constitutional conventions. Theoretically, change could also be accomplished 
with the voter-led initiative and referendum. An initiative occurs when voters gather 
signatures on a petition in order to place either statutes or constitutional amendments 

Initiative
a mechanism that allows voters 
to gather signatures on a petition 
in order to place statutes or 
constitutional amendments on a 
ballot.


